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The crypt below the ruined keep was dank and musty.
Moisture congealed on the walls and trickled slowly down to
the floor, forming small puddles. A pair of grimy grave robbers
braved the crypt and set about exploring thie tombs.

Caneghor the Mystic, old and bent, sifted through ancient
relics buried along witfi an equally aged murmmy. His young
and somewhat frivolous companion, Hack tfie Rogue, sougfit
treasure in the tomb of an ancient warrior queert. Caneghor
smifed as fie tumed the pages in a book and silently wished
Hack {uck, warrior queens were not renown for their booty.

"Afat Hack, come here and look at tfus,” chortled
Caneghor. His eyes gleamed (ike o (ifrarian who has found a
rare and precious volume. One of the tomes floated in the air
before Caneghor, He was studying it intensely, leafing through
the pages with a rapidity surprising for one. kis age.

Hack strutted out wearing glimmering jewelry he had just
(iberated from the wamior queen. His eyes betrayed fear as he
roticed the levitating book. “T wish you wouldn't do that
around me, [ fate it!” Hack paused and gave an appraisal,
“Book looks valuable . . . gold inlay on leather . . . [emme see
it!”

As Hack reached for the floating book, Caneghor shouted
fiercely, “No!" His eyes blazed with mystic power, “This is for
the Master.”

The cave was unfatﬁomaﬁfy large as was its chief occupant
Arech Dragonbreath. Arech wondered what fiis henchmen
wanted now. Hack the Rogue was almost unbearable, a petty

r Ny thief who acted the part of an accompflished master criminal.




Y Arech [aughed, hot smoke streaming from his scaly nostrils, as
fie thought of several bloody ways for Hack to die. Hack paled
as fie was bathed in the uncomforiably warm smoke. He
backed away from the immense dragon, trying to blend in with
the natural crevices of the cavern wall.

Caneghor decided it was time to speak, “O Arech, mightiest
of dfragons, rmost cunning of alf, T bring you [inow[edgﬂ of
unbridled power.”

} Arech smiled, rows of dagger-sharp teeth glistening with
saliva. Caneghor afways knew fww to please him, A very

5 useful man, even though fie was unambitious.
‘f
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“What do you bring me, master sage,”” queried Arech.

“A book, milord. A book with a prophecy,” intoned
Caneghor. He straightened, “The propfiecy reveals fiow Good
King Muximus can be toppled from his throne and be
*; supplanted.”

“How is that, Caneghor?” Arech's greed for power was
aroused, “How can [ dethrone Maximus?”’

“Steal the Sceptre of Order,” blurted the suddenly
d courageous Hack.

Arech grumbled a low and distant thunder. He unfurled fis
wings, enclosing the two men under an umbrella of darkness.

. Arech slowly lowered his massive head, neck extending
t sinuously until fie was face-to-face with the fumans, “Why
the Sceptre,” fie breatfed.
Caneghor and Hack were assailed by a tepid gust of

% sulfurous air. As Hack trembled, Caneghor spoke firmly, “For it

ties fitm to the land, Arech. He foses the Sceptre, and the Four
l Continents {ose Order. And without Order, Chaos shall rule.”
A Arech shot a burst of flame across the cavem, scorching the
farthest wall. “Excellent,” he roared, “Excellent! You both
shall be rewarded.”

Hack's eyes (it up at the mention of the word reward.
Caneghor merely smiled. Arech did not even notice, fie was
X afready formulating a master plan.





















































































































































































